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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 2, 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. It is not clear from the 
disclosure what Applicant considers to be "vinyl rubber" material. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat. No. 
6,109,842 (Cook, hereafter c 842). 

'842 teaches a standard and V-flanged tapered tool holder 10 with dampening device 38 
fitted over the tool holder body between an angular flange surface and the tapered shank (see 
figure 2, col. 4, lines 24-28, for example); the damping spacer being a ring made of elastic 
material including either a fibrous material or an elastomeric material "such as rubber" (see col. 
4, lines 59-64). 
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It is noted that c 842 discloses the use of an elastomeric material with specific mention of 
rubber. Examiner further notes that it is well known in the art that polyurethane is used as an 
elastomer. 

In the alternative, regarding claims 2, 7 and 12, in the event Applicant does not agree that 
the elastomeric rubber material of '842 includes the use of "vinyl rubber", Applicant is referred 
to the below 35 USC 103 rejection. 

In the alternative, regarding claims 3, 8 and 13, in the event Applicant does not agree that 
the elastomeric material of '842 includes the use of polyurethane, Applicant is referred to the 
below 35 USC 103 rejection. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat. 
No. 6,382,888 (Cook, hereafter '888). 

'888 teaches a tapered tool holder 14 with dampening device 28 fitted over the tool 
holder body between an angular flange surface and the tapered shank and the damping device 36 
made of natural or synthetic rubber (see figure 2, col 3, lines 21-30, for example). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over c 842 in view of US Pat. No. 3,864,181 (Wolinski et aL, hereafter '181). 

£ 842 teaches all aspects of the above claims 1, 5 and 10. 
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'842 teaches the use of elastomeric material for the damping device 38. 

'842 does not expressly disclose the use of polyurethane material or vinyl rubber. 

4 181 teaches it is well know to use any natural or synthetic thermoplastic polymer, 
specifically polyurethanes (col. 4, lines 1-29) or vinyl mixtures (col 3, lines 59-62, for example) 
or rubber mixtures (col. 4, lines 4-6, for example) for shock absorption, including the shock 
absorption in gaskets. It is noted that both vinyl and rubber are polymers. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the material of the generic elastomeric or rubber dampening 
device as taught by '842 to include the specific polyurethanes and vinyl and rubber material as 
taught by '181 for the purpose of absorbing mechanical, electrical, thermal and acoustical energy 
(see '181 col. 1, lines 25-30, for example) therefore ensuring more precision during the 
machining process. 

8. Claims 3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over '888 in 
view of US Pat No. 3,864,181 (Wolinski et ah, hereafter '181). 
'888 teaches all aspects of the above claims 1 and 5. 

'888 teaches the use of natural or synthetic rubber for the damping device 36. 

'888 does not expressly disclose the use of polyurethane material. 

'181 teaches it is well know to use any natural or synthetic thermoplastic polymer, 
specifically polyurethanes (col. 4, lines 1-29) or rubber mixtures (col. 4, lines 4-6, for example) 
for shock absorption, including the shock absorption in gaskets. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the material of the rubber dampening device as taught by '888 to 
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include the specific polyurethanes and rubber material as taught by ' 181 for the purpose of 
absorbing mechanical, electrical, thermal and acoustical energy (see '181 col. 1, lines 25-30, for 
example) therefore ensuring more precision during the machining process. 

9. Claims 4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over £ 888 in 
view of ' 842. 

'888 teaches all aspects of the above claims 1 and 5. 

'888 teaches the use of natural or synthetic rubber for the damping device 36. 

'888 does not expressly disclose the use of fibrous material. 

'842 teaches the use of a damping device 38 with fibrous material. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the damping device as taught by '888 to include the use of fibrous 
material as taught by '842for the purpose of preventing slippage between the tool holder and 
machine tool spindle and therefore ensuring better precision during the machining process. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dana Ross whose telephone number is 571-272-4480. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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